Independent Reading Requirements

(D.E.A.R. – Drop Everything And Read!)

5th grade

---------------------------------------------------------------

      Please read at least 30 minutes each day (! Please have your novel in class every day to read when time permits.

Book Reports/projects/Tests
Each quarter, you will be expected to read 4 novels.  Each of the novels needs to be chosen from arbookfind.com. The novels you choose must be within your reading range which will be determined by your teacher. You will keep a log of all the books you read this year.  We will also read a novel each quarter as a class. 

I am happy to help you choose a book if you don’t know which one to choose. We have an ample amount of books in all genres in our classroom as well as our school library.  However, if you can’t find the one you want to read, you are responsible for borrowing it from the public library.

After reading your novel, you will choose whether to take an AR test (three times per quarter) for that novel or do a book report/project (one per quarter).  There are several book report options attached.  You may only do each type of report once.  Book reports and tests are each worth 100 points (400 points total per quarter).

Book Tests are graded by the computer   

Book Report Grading is as follows:

Effort – 40 points

Neatness – 10 points

Followed directions – 20 points

On time – 10 points


Oral report – 20 points (made eye contact, spoke with Volume we could all hear, spoke clearly, engaged the Audience).

DUE DATES 

book test (choose 3 each quarter) 

report (choose 1 each quarter)

(Four per quarter)  

1st Quarter – August 10 –Book test or report/project
                     August 24—Book test or report/project
                     September 7 – Book test or report/project


    September 21- Book test or report/project
WRITTEN BOOK REPORT GUIDE

Please be sure to include the following information in your report.  Each Roman numeral should be a separate paragraph.  Please do not include the Roman numerals in your report.  Remember to use your writing skills and dress-ups.  Happy writing!
I.   Basic Facts
This paragraph should contain the title, author, illustrator 

(if applicable), publisher, copyright date, and genre.

II.  Summary
This paragraph should briefly summarize the book.  It should include the setting.

III.  Main character(s)
This paragraph should describe the main character(s) of the book.  Personality, character traits, physical description and major accomplishments should also be included.

IV.  Reflections and recommendations
This paragraph should describe your favorite part in the book.  You might even write about what you would change about the book.  Finally, give your recommendation for this book.  Support your opinion, whether positive or negative with details from the book.

Book Project Options

** Each activity may be used only once and the multi-media option needs to be selected at some point during the year**

You will be presenting your book project to the class once each quarter other.  Please see me if you have any questions.  Have fun!!

1. Create a mobile using items (actual things or models) of items related to your book.  Do not draw or cut out pictures for this activity.  Assignment attached (Mobile Book Report).
2. Draw a sequential, colorful cartoon strip that illustrates a series of events in your book.  Your project should contain at least 6 panels and have captions or speech bubbles to let viewers connect with the action. Assignment attached (Comic Strip Book Report).

3. Make a book jacket for your novel.Assignment attached (Book Jacket Book Report).

4.  Write a formal book report using the attached “Written Book Report Guide”.

5.  Write a Book Review using the sample attached as a model

 “A Sample Book Review”

6.  Create a multi-media book report – you may use video, imovie, flip camera, kidspiration, … the options are unlimited.

Whatever book report option you pick, you will be expected to do an oral presentation to small groups of students.

